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IMMEDIATELY

FOREIGN STUDENTS COME
TO MONTANA, UM
by Dorothy Thurston
UM Information Services
MISSOULA, Mont.-For years many students from the United States have spent at least part of their
careers in higher education attending overseas universities, and many foreign students have
responded by studying in U.S. colleges and universities.
The foreign student population at the University of Montana has exceeded 200 students
this year.

Most of the students come from Canada, but 29 are from Asian, European,

African and South American countries.
Of the 29, all but five are men and about half are graduate students.
India and five come from Norway.
representatives.

Six are from

The Philippines, Taiwan and England each have two student

Other countries represented are Ireland, Japan, Liberia, Germany, Korea,

Sierre Leone, Venezuela, Tanzania, Hungary, The Netherlands and Indonesia.
A foreign student typically holds an "F-l" visa, allowing him to stay in this country
up to four years.

If he decides to stay indefinitely he must apply for U.S. citizenship.

George Cross, assistant dean of students at UM, serves as foreign student adviser.
Cross helps the students with personal adjustments and handles such practical matters as
visa renewal.
The students are frequently assigned to a "host family" during their stay at UM.

The

host family is recruited by an international hospitality committee, and invites the foreign
students to special holiday and family events.
Dr. Thomas Nimlos, UM associate professor of forestry and chairman of a committee to
advise the UM administration on foreign students, is optimistic about the future of the
foreign student program.
more
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New admission procedures will likely result in increased foreign student enrollment,"
Dr. Nimlos said.

He foresees an "intercultural program" which would advise American

students who want to go overseas.
One student from Ireland on the Missoula campus is Henry C. Bird, 22, a journalism
sophomore from Dublin.

Commenting on his stay in the Big Sky Country, Bird said: "Montana

is less materialistic and more friendly than other areas I've visited in this country."
Bird said he feels that complete integration is the ultimate answer to racial problems
of the day.

Commenting on a local situation, Bird said: " The Black Studies Program at UM

is excellent because now Montanans can meet black people personally."
oiti Moeljani, 29, Djakarta., Indonesia,former UM special student who studied journalism,
recently returned to New York City.

Her stay on the Missoula campus was sponsored by the

Agency for International Development in Foreign Education (AID). Miss Moeljani is a secretary
to the wife of President Suharto of Indonesia.
She found, to her surprise, that "Americans do not really like war and that some do
have large families."

She voiced concern about American girls marrying before 25.

"People in

my country often do not marry until after they are 30," Miss Moeljani explained.
Charles John Bull, 31, formerly of Bournemouth, England, received his bachelor's degree
in liberal arts in 1968 rroin UM and he recently studied creative writing and aesthetics on
the Missoula campus.
"It’s good to have lots of foreign students at the University," Bull said.

"They are

the cream of the crop from the other countries, being quite well educated before they get ‘
here."
Bull commended the proposed UM Indian Studies Program, noting that Indians have lived
in Montana a long time.
He attributes the success of such programs to UM President Robert T. Pantzer. "Pantzer
has done much for UM since taking office, and in a quietly persistent way," said Bull.
Larry Nelson Myers, 27, came to UM from Calgary, Alberta, Canada, to study geology.
Myers appreciates the UM quarter system because he says he can get his degree faster than under
the Canadian system. He plans to return to Calgary following his graduation in June.
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